
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
NEWSLETTER 6 
Summer Term 2019  
 
7th June 2019 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
More Tennis Triumphs 
Well done to our fantastic tennis team who this week qualified for the Dorset finals at Bryanston. The team 
played brilliantly and are a credit to the school. Well done Finley, Barney, Verity and Maisie! 
 
Parliament Trip 
Year 4 had an exciting and exhausting day visiting London on Monday. They were able to view first-hand 
evidence of the Egyptians at the British Museum, looking at many of the artefacts that have been uncovered 
of the ancient civilisation. In the afternoon, the class were given a rare opportunity to visit the Palace of 
Westminster and see how Parliament really works. Their debating skills were truly on display – maybe there 
are some budding politicians in the making? My thanks to the staff who gave up their time to make the trip 
possible? 
 
Reception visit to High Mead 
On Tuesday, Reception were able to pay a visit to some old friends when they visited High Mead Farm. The 
chicks they looked after just a few weeks ago have grown somewhat and the children were delighted to see 
them again. It was a lovely opportunity for the children to find out about one of our local treasures in High 
Mead, despite a shower or two, and they thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Thanks to Mr Gregory for hosting 
them. 
 
The School Shop  
We have had confirmation from The School Shop that they will be closed from Thursday 20th to 24th June 
2019 whilst they move premises. They are remaining in West Moors and will reopen in their new location on 
Tuesday 25th June.  You will then be able to find them (next to the Tesco Express – there is a car park at the 
far end of the Parkway road) at: 3 Parkway, West Moors, BH22 0HL 
   
Hot School Meals 
This is a busy and exciting half term full of many outings and activities. Can I encourage you to think ahead 
when ordering meals, especially on days where trips are planned? Please see the diary of events or contact 
the school if you are unsure whether your child will require hot meals on those days. 
 
We recycle 
Thank you for helping us with our ongoing crisp packet collection. When the collection bin was overflowing, 
Mrs Richardson held a fun competition to see if anyone could guess the number of packets we had collected 
so far. The actual number was 390 and the closest guess was from joint winners Harry and Tahlia who both 
guessed 350. Keep the packets coming please! Mrs Richardson would still be very grateful for parent helpers 
to take one full bin bag of the packets to Ferndown First School every so often (about once a month). Please 
let your class rep know if you can help.  
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Creatives Wanted! 
Are you handy with a paintbrush or inspirational with a glue gun? As the key stage 2 performance begins to 
come together we are on the lookout for any help with scenery, props or costumes. If you feel that you are 
able to help in any way, please get in touch. 
 

Hampreston Summer Fair – 15th June 
We are just a week away from our Summer Fair and the Friends are bringing the last stages together. I am 
sure that they are still on the hunt for volunteers and would welcome any support you can offer. Thank you 
for your kind contributions to the bottle tombola – don’t forget that next week is another mufti day, with 
contributions of good-quality books and DVDs requested. 
 

There are some exciting activities planned, including some singing from Year 4 at 12:30 and what is promised 
to be a stunning display of country dancing from Year 2 at 12:45pm. You can also come along and see a 
teacher get gunged – my money is on Mr McNally! We look forward to seeing you there. 
 

Phonics Screening Check – Year 1 
Next week, Mrs Wainewright will be working with the year 1 children as they complete their Phonics 
Screening Check. The test is one of the DfE’s ‘short, light-touch assessments’ and should only take between 
five and ten minutes to complete.  
 

The checks consist of 40 words and non-words that your child will be asked to read one-on-one with a 
teacher. Non-words (or nonsense words, or pseudo words) are a collection of letters that will follow phonics 
rules your child has been taught, but don’t mean anything – your child will need to read these with the correct 
sounds to show that they understand the phonics rules behind them. 
 

The 40 words and non-words are divided into two sections – one with simple word structures of three or four 
letters, and one with more complex word structures of five or six letters. The teacher administering the check 
with your child will give them a few practice words to read first – including some non-words – so they 
understand more about what they have to do. Each of the non-words is presented with a picture of a 
monster/alien, as if the word were their name (and so your child doesn't think the word is a mistake because 
it doesn't make sense!). 
 

Your child will be scored against a national standard, and the main result will be whether or not they fall 
below, within or above this standard. You will be told how your child did, but schools’ results will not be 
published. If your child’s score falls below the standard, they will be given extra phonics help and can re-take 
the Phonics screening check in Year 2. 
 

Staff News 
For a number of weeks, our wonderful caretaker, Mr Finlay, has been dealing with some medical challenges 
relating to his back. He is now recovered, but after some time to reflect, he has made the decision to move 
on to pastures new and finished his time with us during half term. We are incredibly sad to see him go but 
wish him well on his new adventure. Our thanks go to him for all of his hard work over a number of years.  
 

As a result, we are in the process of recruiting a replacement and the advertisement is available on the 
DorsetForYou website. If you, or somebody you know, would find this of interest, please take a look or 
contact the school for more information. In the meantime, any offers of help with some of our caretaking 
and maintenance tasks are gratefully received.  
 

In a few weeks’ time, Mrs Wainewright will be taking a short leave of absence and will return to school for 
the last week of the academic year. The brilliant Mrs Stewart, who knows the children well and has worked 
with them all year, will be covering Mrs Wainwright during that period, ensuring that the children in Year 1 
continue to receive the best adult support.  
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

Mr. T. Williams 
Headteacher 
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After half term: 

We enclose brief details about what the children will be covering in English and Maths next. We 
hope you find it useful. 
 

 English Mathematics 
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Next week we are looking at the story ‘What the ladybird 
heard’. We will be mapping out the story and will also be 
writing wanted posters to try and catch the robbers! 

In maths we will be looking at the properties of 3D shapes 
by gong on shape hunts and playing 3D shape bingo. We will 
also be exploring how to use a number line to help us to add 
and take away. 

Ye
ar

 1
 

We will revise all the digraphs and trigraphs we have 
learned over the year for reading and spelling. We will read 
some nature poems and compose some couplets following 
the same format. We will also be reading and analysing 
some nature Haiku and learning about syllables. The 
children will then read a range of Haiku poems 
independently and discuss and then explain in writing which 
they preferred and why. 

We will be focussing on numbers to 100, looking at 
counting, reading, writing and place value. We will continue 
to practise counting forwards and back and in 2s, 5s and 
10s. We will also finish off our work on timing by using 
stopwatches to time some fun activities and by using a clock 
to time some of our lessons. 
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In English we will look at the funny story ‘Traction Man’, by 
Mini Grey. Children will write their own versions of his 
madcap adventures! 

In Maths, we will focus on sequencing patterns, directions 
and measuring capacity.  
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Brain Freeze is proving a popular text with Year 3 and we 
will continue to read it next week, writing a note to the main 
character’s mum explaining all her adventures! We are 
looking closely at techniques used to answer 
comprehension questions, in particular how to infer, 
retrieve information and explain the author’s choice of 
language. We are focusing on clauses (parts of sentences) 
and how to arrange them in interesting ways. 

In Year 3 this week we will revisit our learning from earlier 

in the year on division. We will use our knowledge of 

multiplication facts to divide numbers mentally. We will also 

use the bus stop method to divide larger numbers with and 

without remainders.  
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In year 4 next week, our English focus will be on writing an 
alternative Egyptian fairy tale using the structure of the 
original version. In our SPaG work we will be using word 
endings that are spelt ‘sion.’ 
 
In guided reading we will be reading and discussing fairy 
tales with a focus on inference. 

In Maths, we will be revisiting and extending our knowledge 
of time by reading, writing and converting times between 
analogue and digital, 12- and 24-hour clocks. Towards the 
end of the week we will then apply this to solving problems 
involving time.  
 
Our mental maths focus will be counting in multiples of 6, 
7, 9, 25 and 1000. 

 

The theme for Collective Worship next week is: The Bible: What does it mean to obey? 
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Diary Dates 
 

Summer Term 

Friday 24th May School Closed – INSET Day 
Half Term 

Monday 3rd June School Opens  

Monday 3rd June Year 4 trip to Houses of Parliament 

Tuesday 4th June Reception High Mead Farm 

Tuesday 4th June Year 4 Bikeability 

Thursday 6th June Class Photos 

Friday 7th June  Visit from St Michaels Middle School – new intake Yr4 

Friday 7th June Friends Bottle Tombola – MUFTI day 

Tuesday 11th June Year 4 Bikeability  

Thursday 13th June New Reception Class – Stay and Play session 

Friday 14th June Friends DVD & Book Donations 

Saturday 15th June Summer Fair 

Tuesday 18th June Year 4 Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra Concert 

Thursday 20th June New Reception Class – Stay and Play session 

Friday 21st June  Year 1 trip to Moors Valley 

Friday 21st  June County Gala  Year 4 - Dorchester 

Wednesday 26th June 
Reception visit to Farmer Palmers 
Ferndown Middle School New Intake Evening @ 7pm 

Thursday 27th June New Reception Class – Stay and Play session 

Friday 28th June  Life Education Bus 

Tuesday 2nd July  Year 2 trip to Blashford Lakes 

Wednesday 3rd July Sports Day 

Wednesday 3rd July Guitar Concert Assembly 

Thursday 4th July  New Reception Class – Stay and Play session 

Thursday 4th July  Clarinet Concert Assembly 

Friday 5th July Transition day 

Tuesday 9th July 
KS2 Dress Rehearsal to school 
KS2 Performance @ 6pm 

Thursday 11th July KS2 performance @ 6pm 

Friday 12th July School Disco 

Friday 12th July  Year 4 trip Carey Camp 

Wednesday 17th July Informal Parent’s Evening 

Friday 19th July Break up @ 3pm 

Monday 22nd July 
Tuesday 23rd July 

INSET Day 

  

Academic Year 2019/20 
 

Autumn Term 2019 

Monday 2nd September - INSET 
Tuesday 3rd September – School Opens 
 Half Term w/b: Monday 28th October – Friday 1st November 
Friday 20th December – Last Day 

Spring Term 2020 
Monday 6th January – School Opens 
 Half Term w/b: Monday 17th February – Friday 21st February 
Friday 3rd April – Last Day 

Summer Term 2020 

Monday 20th April – School Opens 
 Half Term w/b: Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May 
Friday 17th July – Last Day 
Monday 20th July - INSET 

 


