
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Dear Parents, 
 

Whilst I usually leave staff-related news to the end of the newsletters, today is a 
very special, though bittersweet, day for us all as we bid farewell to our brilliant 
Mrs Brisdion. After 14 years at the school, she has closed the register, sent her last 
email and buzzed the gate for the final time. She has been a truly outstanding part 
of the team and I know that she has been an integral part of all of our lives.  
 
We will all miss her more than we can express. Her warmth, care and love for 
everybody in this Hampreston community have characterised her time here, as 
have her meringues and mince pies! Mrs B has helped impact the lives of 
children, staff and parents too numerous to count and she has certainly left the 
footprints of happy memories in the lives of so many people.  
 
As she leaves and begins a new adventure, I know you will join me in wishing her the very best for the future. 
I hope to hear news of her travels around Australia, New Zealand and Asia over the coming months and we 
look forward to welcoming her back as a VIP at future events. Bon voyage Mrs B. – you will never be forgotten. 
 
Calling all parents – an exciting opportunity! 
Do you have skills that you think could be useful to this school or are you looking for a personal development 
challenge? 
 
We have a vacancy for a parent governor (chosen by election). If you are interested in exploring this further, 
please speak to Mr Williams or contact the chair of governors, Sue Moss, by email 
smoss@hamprestonfirstschool.com. We will be able to tell you more about the role, what being a governor 
entails and what will be expected of you should you be prepared to join the team. If you would like to 
nominate yourself, or somebody else (with their permission, naturally!), please contact our clerk to 
governors, Deborah Trickett d.trickett@hampreston.dorset.sch.uk.  
 
On behalf of the staff and governors, we would like to thank our exiting governor Lenka Collison for her hard 
work, dedication and boundless enthusiasm. She has been instrumental in supporting the school over the 
past 3 years and we have appreciated her insights and efforts. 
 
Friends News 
Brush off those bingo dabbers and get ready for ‘young-and-keen, 15’, ‘Winnie the Pooh, 42’ and ‘snakes-
alive, 55’ as the Friends will be holding a Bingo night on Friday 31st January. For just £10, you can enjoy some 
rounds of bingo with a fish and chip supper included. Information will be coming home in book bags and the 
Friends will be taking bookings from next week. In addition to the prizes available for the bingo rounds, they 
are hoping to put together a prize hamper and are asking for any donations. Therefore, if you have those 
unopened boxes of chocolates, bottles of wine or other festive treats that are challenging your New Year’s 
resolutions, why not donate them – the friends will be on the playground from next week collecting any 
donations.  
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‘To Love God and to Love one another’ 
 

From the archives… 
Thank you all for your patience on the roads this week with the flooding on Stapehill Road and ensuing 
disruption.  We know that it is not the first time that the roads locally have had issues as a look through the 
Hampreston Log Book reveals. 
 

February 17th 1915 - Very wet and stormy. All roads leading to the school are flooded. Only 25 children 
arrived, many of these with wet feet. They were allowed to dry their shoes and stockings and when the 
rain abated somewhat were sent home. 
 
February 19th 1915 - Attendance low this week owing to wet and stormy weather. The Stapehill Road 
is still entirely under water for a distance of a quarter of a mile from Hampreston Lane Corner. 
 
January 17th 1919 - Some of the roads leading to the school have been almost impassable owing to the 
heavy rains and floods. Many children are still away suffering from colds. The Rector visited the school 
this afternoon.  
 
January 20th 1919 - Pouring with rain. Wind strong. Lanes are flooding. Only 13 children arrived. These 
were kept in school till 11 am and then dismissed as the water was rapidly rising in the lanes. 
 

Have a great weekend everyone.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mr. T. Williams 
Headteacher 



‘To Love God and to Love one another’ 
 

This Week: 

We enclose brief details about what the children have covered in English and Maths this week. We 
hope you find it useful. 
 

 English Mathematics 
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In English, we have been looking at how to use our phonics 
knowledge to label recycling posters and sort words by their 
sounds. 

In Maths, we have been using the language of ‘more’ and 
‘fewer’ to compare numbers of object and shapes up to 10. 
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In English we have been discussing traditional tales. This 
week, we enjoyed reading The Three Little Pigs and had fun 
writing speech bubbles for the Big Bad Wolf, imagining what 
he might be saying to the pigs. In phonics, we have been 
learning about alternative spellings for the 'er' sound, 
including 'ur' and 'ir'. 

In Maths, we have continued our practice counting in tens. 
We have looked in detail at numbers from ten to twenty and 
their place value. We have represented numbers using tens 
and units apparatus and part-part-whole models. The 
children have been comparing groups of objects and 
numbers and have used the signs for 'greater than' and 'less 
than' (< and >). 
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In writing, we have learned about prepositions, and have 
begun to use them in our sentences. We have started our 
study of the wonderful story "Arctic Song", by Miriam 
Moss, and will write some stories based on this next week. 
 

This week we have been continuing to look at multiplication 
and division. We are also reasoning and problem solving. 
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This week Year 3 have been describing the setting of the 
labyrinth in our class adventure novel Will Solvit and the 
Roman Gladiator. We have learnt how to use prepositions 
to describe where, why or when (beneath the earth, during 
that time). We moved on to describing characters from the 
novel, focusing on the best vocabulary we can possibly 
choose. 

Our Maths work has moved deeper into multiplication. If 
you know that 3 x 2p = 6p, then you can work out that 3 x 
20p = 60p. Also, if you know that 12 x 3 = 36, then to 
calculate 16 x 3, you only need to add on 4 more groups of 
3. 
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 This week in English, we have been writing our 'Ride of 

Passage' stories, with a focus on using paragraphs 
accurately, fronted adverbials to start each new paragraph, 
the past tense and amazing vocabulary. 

In Maths, we have continued our unit of work on 
multiplication and in particular we have been learning to 
multiply using the column method and to multiply more 
than two numbers by using our times tables and number 
knowledge mentally.  
For example, to work out the calculation  ‘2 x 7 x 7 =‘  
we multiplied 7 x 7 and then doubled the answer so that we 
had completed the x by 2 as well. 
 

 

The theme for Collective Worship this week is:  
 Friendship: When we work together what can we accomplish? 
  



‘To Love God and to Love one another’ 
 

Diary Dates 
 

Spring Term 

Friday 31st January Friends Bingo Night @ 7:30pm 
Monday 10th February Big Me Dress-up Day 
Tuesday 11th February Internet Safety Day 
Thursday 13th February Year 4 FMS Maths and Robotics Event 
Friday 14th February Healthy School Day (including Walk to School) 

Break up @ 3pm 
Half Term 

Monday 24th February School Opens 
Tuesday 25th February Pancake Race 

Monday 2nd March Book Fair Week 
Thursday 5th March  World Book Day 
Friday 6th March Year 3 Paultons Park 
Tuesday 10th March Parent Consultations 4:30 – 7:30pm 
Wednesday 11th March Parent Consultations 3:15 – 6:00pm 
Thursday 12th March Cricket Taster Sessions 
Friday 27th March Friends Quiz Night 
Friday 3th April Easter Service @ All Saints’ Hampreston 2:00pm 

Summer Term 

Monday 20th April School Opens 
Tuesday 28th April SRE Information Evening 
Friday 8th May BANK HOLIDAY 
Thursday 21st May Healthy School Day (including Fun Run) 

Break up @ 3pm 
Friday 22nd May INSET DAY 

Half Term 
Monday 1st June School Opens 
Thursday 4th June Class Photos 
Friday 3rd July Sports Day 
Tuesday 7th July Key Stage 2 Performance 6:00pm 
Wednesday 8th July Key Stage 2 Performance 6:00pm 
Friday 10th July Transition Day  tbc 

School Disco 
Wednesday 15th July Informal Parent’s Evening 
Thursday 16th July Awards Assembly 
Friday 17th July Leavers Service 

Break up @ 3pm 
Monday 20th July INSET DAY 

 
 


