
 

 

 
 
 

 

Dear Parents, 

It has been brilliant to once again see the school full of children this week and I have been thrilled to see how 
happy the children (and parents) are to be able to return to school; I’ve rarely seen so many children enter 
school so confidently. 
 
This week the staff have been impressed by the learning completed by the children during the January period 
of school closures and it is a testament to the hard work that you have all put in. I would like to express my 
thanks to you all for supporting your children so well and engaging with the remote learning with such vigour. 
It has really helped to aid the children’s return to school and allowed the staff to make it a really positive 
experience for the children. They will continue to monitor the children, looking for any areas where additional 
support may be needed, as they re-establish routines over the coming weeks. 

 

Red Nose Day 

Next Friday 19th March is Comic Relief’s Red Nose Day. We would like to celebrate 
it again this year and help to support such a worthy charity. However, we have made 
the decision that 150 Red Noses rolling around the school might not be the best idea 
(nor the most COVID-safe). Instead, we will be asking the children to choose an item 
of clothing to replace with something ‘funny’ – it could be wearing a jumper inside 
out, a pair of long polka dot socks, one of dad’s funny ties, a backwards shirt, or 
anything else. We would just ask that any items are practical for the school day and 
that they are not worn on the face (silly glasses with a moustache for example) to 
help the children to concentrate for the day.  

Staff will bring collection buckets to the gate at the beginning and end of the day for a suggested donation of 
£1 – anything that jingles is great, if it folds, it is even better! Thank you for helping us to support others at 
this very challenging time and showing our children the joys of generous giving! 

AFC Bournemouth 

Some of you may remember a competition we shared with you on behalf of 
AFC Bournemouth and MSP several weeks ago. The ‘Get Kitted Out’ 
competition asked children to design a new strip for the team. I am utterly 

delighted to announce that one of our very own children, Amelia in Year 1, 
was selected as one of the winners! 

Yesterday, Amelia and her class mates were invited to a Zoom call with 
representatives from AFC Bournemouth, MSP and none other than 
professional footballer Arnaut Danjuma! The children had the chance to 
ask Arnaut questions before the AFC Bournemouth schools team 

announced the prizes – a set of AFC Bournemouth shirts and 
a bag of sports equipment for the school! I know that we will 
put these to good use and that Amelia will be extremely 
popular with her friends! A huge congratulations to Amelia for 
such a creative winning-design – well done! 
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‘To Love God and to Love one another’ 
 

Subtitles 

Many of you will associate subtitles with an elderly family member, or may even have recollections of Ceefax 
(clearly, I am far too young to know what that is!).  

However, did you know that turning on subtitles while children 
are watching television can actually double the chance of 
them becoming good at reading? 

The TurnOnTheSubtitles campaign is being championed by the 
wonderful Stephen Fry, who has produced short video 
explaining the very simple process of turning on the subtitles. 
Why not visit https://turnonthesubtitles.org/parents/ for 
more information and have a go yourselves? 

Easter Activities 

As we close out the first week with everybody back, we are already beginning to look ahead to the next few, 
short weeks before Easter. While we are currently still under national restrictions, it is likely that some of our 
traditional events will not go ahead. However, we are determined to adapt so that the children can not only 
celebrate, but also have chance to explore the meaning and significance of Easter. 

Therefore, we will once again go ahead with our Easter egg-decorating competition for key stage 2, this year, 
including younger years into the competition with something creative too. The competition will take place in 
school during the last week of term and children in years 3 and 4 will need to bring in a hard-boiled egg and 
egg cup to support it, along with any decorating materials to fulfil their creations. More detail will be 
forthcoming from your child’s teachers, but please be thinking about the resources you may wish to dig out 
for your child. 

We will also have a range of other activities in school during the last week, including a special Easter Collective 
Worship. We hope the children will enjoy these planned activities as we celebrate one of the most significant 
events in the Christian year! 

INSET Day 

Our final INSET day of this academic year will be on Friday 30th April 2021. In previous years, this INSET day 
would be during the May half term. I know that the children have had such a large amount of time out of 
school this year and we do not want to add to this unnecessarily. However, we feel that having the day slightly 
earlier is the most opportune time for staff this year. Thank you for your understanding. 

Parking and Waiting 

Finally, can I once again ask parents to be mindful of social distancing when dropping children off or collecting 
at the end of the day, setting a great example to our children. We are all aware of the challenges we face with 
the narrow pavements and access in the lane. As previously requested, please wait in your vehicles until time 
to drop off, returning to vehicles in between times, where possible, if you have children in multiple year 
groups. This will allow that little extra space for everyone. Thank you. 

 

I can’t believe how quickly this week has gone, surely a testament to having the children back in. I hope you 
have had a good week and wish you all a safe weekend. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mr. T. Williams 
Headteacher 
 

https://turnonthesubtitles.org/parents/

