
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
NEWSLETTER 7 
Autumn Term 2019 

18th October 2019 

 
Dear Parents 
 
After the bombshell of last week, I hope that this newsletter is less dramatic. However, it is worth a read as 
there are some key nuggets for your attention! 
 

Parent Consultations 
After some technical struggles to get Parent Mail working this week, can I thank you for your 
patience. Hopefully you have managed to book an appointment for next week’s Parent 
Consultations on Tuesday 22nd October (3:20pm – 6:00pm) or Thursday 24th October (4:30pm – 
7:30pm). We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Weather 
The past few weeks have been particularly damp and a number of children have been forgetting to 
bring suitable clothing for the weather. Please ensure that your child has a warm and waterproof 
coat with them every day, especially as we head into November. 
 

Fun Run – Final Call! 
Children in Year 3 and 4 are once again invited to enter the East Dorset Fun Run, either as an 
individual runner or as part of a school team. Teams are 3 runners of the same gender from the 
same school. The fun run will be approximately 1km. Year 3 and 4 will compete together. Runners 
are asked to arrive at 3.45pm at St Michaels on Wednesday 23rd October and races will start at 4pm. 
 
The children need to enter individually. As in previous years, we will have a member of Hampreston 
staff there to help cheer the children on, but parents are reminded that they are responsible for 
their own child. To enter go to the link https://doodle.com/poll/kqtixid2ikxziu9c. All you need to do 
is write child’s name and school and tick appropriate year group. The School Games Organiser is Mrs 
Katrina Cole: Katrina.ssco@btinternet.com. 
 
Walk to School Day – Friday 25th October 
Don’t forget that our first walk to school of this academic year will take place on Friday 25th 
October.  As in previous years, we will meet at Haskins at 8.15 am and we hope that Haskins will 
once again help us with logistics in the carpark.  It would be wonderful if as many children as possible 
could join us as the walk is good fun and provides a very healthy start to the day.  We plan to walk 
across the field so it is essential that children wear Wellington boots or other appropriate 
footwear.  The walk will take place unless there is torrential rain.   
 
Year 4 children will walk with Reception children and Year 3 will walk with Year 1.  All our teaching 
staff and teaching assistants will be present so parents can leave the children to walk 
independently.  Lunchboxes will be collected at Haskins and driven to the school ready for when the 
children arrive – my thanks to Mr Hallam-Baker for offering to help with this.  This is a lovely 
opportunity for the whole school to enjoy autumn together. We look forward to seeing you then, 
thank you. 
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Jobs 
Just a reminder we still have a number of vacancies available at school. Check the school website 
for details. 
 
Nuts 
I must remind you that Hampreston is a strictly nut-free school. For the safety of a number of our 
staff and children, please do not send your child in with any items which contain nuts, being 
particularly mindful of those ‘hidden’ nuts in products. Always check the ingredients and if in doubt, 
please leave it at home. Thanks. 
 
Nits 
Unfortunately we have had reports of these most unwelcome visitors in school. Over the weekend, 
please take the chance to double-check your child’s hair. Please seek treatment if needed. Chemists 
can offer advice, but the use of hair conditioner and a nit-comb can be effective too. Additionally, 
please ensure that all long hair is tied back as per our school guidelines. This will help to prevent the 
spread of these pesky blighters. Thanks 
 
INSET Reminder 
Don’t forget that school will be closed on Monday 4th November for staff training. 
 
Enterprise Week 
The week after half term is our school Enterprise Week and the children will be working on a range 
of exciting activities. We will end the week with an Enterprise Week Sale and more details will follow 
next week.  
 

 
Have a good weekend everyone – hopefully the weather breaks for at least a little while! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

Mr. T. Williams 
Head Teacher 
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This Week: 

To help support you at home and to spark conversations about learning, here is what the children 
have been covering this week. 
 

 English Mathematics 
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 This week we have been thinking about Autumn. We have 
followed instructions to make some delicious autumn 
biscuits and we have also tried to test our memory by 
playing a memory game where we had to think about what 
sound the items started with. Some of us even tried to 
sound out the words! 

In maths we have been thinking about ‘more’ and ‘fewer’. 
We have compared groups of different objects and we have 
even had a go at drawing what we think is more. 
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In Year 1 we have enjoyed reading 'Owl Babies'. We made 
our own owl puppets and loved using them to act out the 
story in small groups. We then used some of the language 
we practised to write speech bubbles for the owls. We have 
continued to practise using consonant blends in reading and 
spelling, and have learned about the handwriting formation 
of the 'monster' letter family (v, w, x, z). 

We have learned about the 'part-part-whole' model as a 
way of representing numbers or situations. We have linked 
part-part-whole diagrams to addition number sentences 
and used cubes to find various number bonds, showing 
them on part-part-whole diagrams and in number 
sentences. We even set out our own sums neatly on 
squared paper, using one digit or symbol per box! 
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This week in year 2 we have been reading, sequencing and 
writing sections of the story of ‘Dogger’, by Shirley Hughes. 
Next week we will be composing our own stories based on 
this classic children’s story. Our spellings continue to reflect 
the year 2 national curriculum; this week we have looked at 
the –ly suffix. 

In maths we have continued to look at the processes of 
addition and subtraction, and in particular, at how tens and 
ones change when numbers are combined. The work is 
ongoing for the next few weeks. 
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This week Year 3 have been writing a diary as if they are 
Mary Anning, the famous fossil hunter from the 1800s. The 
spelling focus for the week has been homophones and we 
are now learning the different ways that the ‘ai’ sound can 
be spelt (i.e. ‘grain’, ‘ace’, ‘weight’, ‘obey’, ‘alien’, ‘straight’. 
We have looked at the reading skill of inference (working 
out thoughts, feelings or actions from subtle clues in the 
text). The homework is based around this. 

In Maths we are consolidating addition and subtraction of 
two digits from three digits with exchanging (e.g. 345-19. 
In the ones column, you can’t take 9 away from 5, so we 
need to exchange a ten for ten ones in order to have 
enough ones to subtract.) 
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This week in English, we have been writing stories about a 
Stone Age child who came to visit us in the 21st Century. 
Our focus has been on using speech and paragraphs in our 
writing.  
 
Then we moved on to guided reading another few chapters 
of Stig of the Dump together before writing character 
profiles about him. 

In maths this week, we have been learning the 7 x tables 
and how to add 4 digit numbers with exchanging, missing 
number problems and word problems which included 
finding the difference so we needed to subtract as well. 

 

The theme/s for Collective Worship this week:  
Unsung heroes of the Bible: Naaman  
P4C Question: When have you worked well with another person to build something? 
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Diary Dates 2019-2020 
 

Autumn Term 
Tuesday 22nd October Parent Consultations 3:20pm – 6:00pm 
Wednesday 23rd October Flu Vaccinations – whole school 

Year 4 FMS Music Event 

East Dorset Fun Run @ St Michael’s School 4-4:45pm 
Thursday 24th October Parent Consultations 4:30pm – 7:30pm 
Friday 25th October Healthy School Day (including Walk to School) 

Break up @ 3pm 
Half Term 

Monday 4th November INSET DAY 
Tuesday 5th November School Enterprise Week 
Monday 11th November Year 3&4 visit to Michael Rosen 

Remembrance Collective Worship 
Tuesday 19th November Parent’s English and Maths Workshop @2pm 
Saturday 30th November Friends’ Christmas Fair 
Monday 2nd December Image Theatre Performance  
Wednesday 11th December Key Stage 2 Carols by Candlelight @ All Saints’ Hampreston 

6:00pm 
Tuesday 17th December Reception and Key Stage 1 Nativity afternoon matinee 

Reception and Key Stage 1 Nativity evening performance 
Wednesday 18th December Reception and Key Stage 1 Nativity morning performance 
Thursday 19th December Friend’s Christmas party lunch and Christmas Parties 
Friday 20th December Christingle Service @ All Saints’ Hampreston 2:00pm 

Spring Term 

Monday 6th January INSET DAY 
Tuesday 7th January School Starts 
Tuesday 11th February Internet Safety Day 
Thursday 13th February Year 4 FMS Maths and Robotics Event 
Friday 14th February Healthy School Day (including Walk to School) 

Break up @ 3pm 
Half Term 

Monday 24th February School Opens 
Tuesday 25th February Pancake Race 
Thursday 5th March  World Book Day 
Friday 6th March Year 3 Paultons Park 
Tuesday 10th March Parent Consultations 4:30 – 7:30pm 
Wednesday 11th March Parent Consultations 3:15 – 6:00pm 
Friday 3th April Easter Service @ All Saints’ Hampreston 2:00pm 

Summer Term 

Monday 20th April School Opens 
Tuesday 28th April SRE Information Evening 
Friday 8th May BANK HOLIDAY 
Thursday 21st May Healthy School Day (including Fun Run) 

Break up @ 3pm 
Friday 22nd May INSET DAY 

Half Term 
Tuesday 4th June School Opens 
Thursday 4th June Class Photos 
Friday 3rd July Sports Day 
Tuesday 7th July Key Stage 2 Performance 6:00pm 
Wednesday 8th July Key Stage 2 Performance 6:00pm 
Friday 10th July Transition Day  tbc 

School Disco 
Wednesday 15th July Informal Parent’s Evening 
Thursday 16th July Awards Assembly 
Friday 17th July Leavers Service 

Break up @ 3pm 
Monday 20th July INSET DAY 

 


