
 

 

 
 
 

 

Dear Parents, 

Big Me Dress Up Day 

Don’t forget that this Monday 10th February is our ‘Big Me’ day and the children are invited to come into 
school dressed up in clothes representing their future self. We can’t wait to see what the children think they 
will be doing when they are grown up, and we are asking for a donation of £1 to go towards supporting Action 
Aid.  

Walk to School 

This half term’s walk to school will take place this coming Friday 14th February.  As it is a certain 
‘heart-related’ day, we will be running a number of healthy heart activities, supported by Ackie 
and JSC.  

As in previous years, we will meet at Haskins at 8.15 am and we hope that Haskins will once 
again help us with logistics in the carpark.  It would be wonderful if as many children as possible 
could join us as the walk is good fun and provides a very healthy start to the day.  We plan 
to walk across the field so it is essential that children wear Wellington boots or other 
appropriate footwear.  The walk will take place unless there is torrential rain.   

Year 4 children will walk with Reception children and Year 3 will walk with Year 1.  All our 
teaching staff and teaching assistants will be present so parents can leave the children to walk independently.   

Lunchboxes will be collected at Haskins and driven to the school ready for when the children arrive – my 
thanks to Mr Hallam-Baker for offering to help with this once again. We hope to have some large containers 
for different year group’s lunch boxes, but if you were able to help by lending a box, bag or bucket, it would 
be greatly appreciated!   

This is a lovely opportunity for the whole school to enjoy spring together. We look forward to seeing you 
then, thank you. 

Are you ‘Nifty with a Needle’? 

Year 4 are looking for any volunteers to help with their next exciting rainforest project this 
Wednesday afternoon. If you are able to offer a helping hand from 1pm, Miss Humphrys will be 
thrilled. The children will be designing and making rainforest animals using textiles and anyone 
able to thread a needle would be greatly appreciated. Please let the office know if you think you 

are able to help. 

Coming up after half term… 

Half term is just around the corner and we are already thinking ahead. The following dates are worth keeping 
in mind over the break: 
 

 Our traditional pancake race will take place on the first Tuesday (25th February) after half term.  All our 
Year 4 children will take part running along the Church Drive and tossing their pancake along the way.  
Please be thinking ahead in terms of parking so that we can keep the church drive clear of vehicles on the 
day. 
 
As in previous years, the magnificent trophy will be presented to the winner so why not start getting 
some practice in before the big event? 
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Each Year 4 child will need to bring in a pan and a pancake on the day.  After the race, some of our mid-
day supervisors have kindly offered to cook pancakes for the whole school with the assistance of Year 4 
children. 
 

 The next Friends of Hampreston meeting is also on Tuesday 25th February and anyone wishing to help or 
be involved is invited to join us at The Angel pub from 7:30pm. The Friends do a wonderful job in 
supporting the school and it is a great way to involve yourself in the life of the school. 
 

 Speaking of the Friends, Friday 28th February is their next Doughnut Friday and is always a great way to 
end a week.  
 

 For all of those who love dressing up – and who doesn’t – please remember that World Book Day is just 
around the corner on Thursday 5th March. We will mark the day in usual fashion, so why not use the half 
term to make a costume for the day? 

 

Traffic Matters! 

I would be really grateful if you could remind grandparents, child minders, and friends etc. who may collect 
children from school, of our traffic guidelines. Motorists should drive to the end of the village and turn in the 
entrance to the farmyard so they can park facing the entrance to the village. There should be no turning in 
the drop-off zone or the entrance to the white cottages. This is to help ensure the safety of our children and 
is also fair with regard to parking spaces. Thank you for your support. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mr. T. Williams 
Headteacher 
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This Week: 

We enclose brief details about what the children have covered in English and Maths this week. We 
hope you find it useful. 
 

 English Mathematics 
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This week we have been thing about the ‘Year of the Rat’. 
We have thought about rats and have written some facts 
about them using our phonics knowledge. 
 

We have also been looking at directions in maths this week. 
We have made treasure maps, followed instructions and 
given instructions using language like forward, back, up, 
down, across, left and right. 
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In English we read the traditional tale of 'The Enormous 
Turnip'. The children made a list of all the characters in 
order, then used this to help them remember and retell the 
story independently in writing. In phonics, we have been 
learning to read and spell words containing an 'oa' sound: 
oa, ow, oe, o_e and o.  
 

In maths, we have continued practising counting back from 
20 and some brave children have done this in front of the 
class! We have also been subtracting numbers to 10 using 
our heads and fingers, trying to get faster. We subtracted 
numbers to 20 using a number line. 
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In literacy we have used confusing words which sound 
similar, such as "are" and "our". We have also begun our 
study of "The Snow Queen"; writing descriptive noun 
phrases. 
 

This week year 2 have learned about tally charts, pictograms 
and block charts. We have used the words "most popular" 
and "least popular". 
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Year 3 have been basing their reading and writing on the 
famous Saxon legend of Beowulf. Such stories always follow 
the theme of a hero, a monster, magical weapons and good 
overpowering evil. We have used high level vocabulary to 
describe both main characters and have planned the plot 
ready to write the legend in detail next week. Our grammar 
work is about pronouns replacing nouns (instead of over-
using someone’s name in a sentence we can use ‘he’, ‘his’, 
‘her’, ‘hers’ ‘theirs’ etc. We are learning some new words 
from the Year 3 and 4 Common Exception list so look out for 
green dots! 
 

Our multiplication and division units have come to an end 
this week as we have applied all the strategies we know to 
solve word problems. The children have found missing 
number equations quite challenging so we will slot in 
regular practice for those,  
e.g. 4 x 3 = 48 ÷ __     We know that 4 x 3 is 12 so 12 is equal 
to 48 ÷ __   Therefore the missing number is 4.   Try this one: 
__ ÷ 6 = 3 x 3. Please could you help your child to start 
learning the 8 x tables for next week. Don’t worry – we’ll 
take a bit longer with this one! 
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This week in English, we have been using debates to teach us how 
to persuade and argue a point of view. We have then used these 
skills to write a persuasive text to a logging company to try to 
persuade them to stop deforestation. We did lots of research so 
that we could quote facts to back up our arguments. 
In reading, we have started a new class text called The Explorer 
written by Katherine Rundell. The first three chapters have been 
full of really exciting and wonderful words which we have needed 
to discuss in order to understand their meaning. We have also 
explored the characters feelings using inference from the text. 

 

In maths, we have completed a unit of work on finding and 
comparing the areas or rectilinear shapes which has 
refreshed our knowledge of using the < > and = signs. Before 
starting a brand new unit on fractions and finding tenths 
and hundreds. 
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Diary Dates 
 

Spring Term 

Monday 10th February Big Me Dress-up Day 
Tuesday 11th February Internet Safety Day 
Friday 14th February Healthy School Day (including Walk to School) 

Break up @ 3pm 
Half Term 

Monday 24th February School Opens 
Tuesday 25th February Pancake Race 

Monday 2nd March Book Fair Week 
Thursday 5th March  World Book Day 
Friday 6th March Year 3 Paultons Park 
Tuesday 10th March Parent Consultations 4:30 – 7:30pm 
Wednesday 11th March Parent Consultations 3:15 – 6:00pm 
Thursday 12th March Cricket Taster Sessions 
Friday 27th March Friends Quiz Night 
Friday 3th April Easter Service @ All Saints’ Hampreston 2:00pm 

Summer Term 

Monday 20th April School Opens 
Tuesday 28th April SRE Information Evening 
Friday 8th May BANK HOLIDAY 
Thursday 21st May Healthy School Day (including Fun Run) 

Break up @ 3pm 
Friday 22nd May INSET DAY 

Half Term 
Monday 1st June School Opens 
Thursday 4th June 
Saturday 13th June 

Class photos 
Summer Fair 

Friday 3rd July Sports Day 
Tuesday 7th July Key Stage 2 Performance 6:00pm 
Wednesday 8th July Key Stage 2 Performance 6:00pm 
Friday 10th July Transition Day  tbc 

School Disco 
Wednesday 15th July Informal Parent’s Evening 
Thursday 16th July Awards Assembly 
Friday 17th July Leavers Service 

Break up @ 3pm 
Monday 20th July INSET DAY 

 
 


