
 

 

 
 
 

 

Dear Parents, 

Following the Prime Minister’s announcement on the re-opening of schools, we have been reviewing our 
arrangements in preparation to welcome back all children on 8th March. A large majority of the DfE guidance 
remains unchanged from that of the autumn term. As such, we have reviewed our relevant routines and feel 
confident that we can continue to provide a COVID-secure site for your child. 

 
With the majority of our safety measures unchanged, it is almost a matter of ‘business as usual’ – at least as 
usual as it was from September. Attached to this letter is a reminder of these routines which, as we have 
always done, will be reviewed frequently in line with the latest guidance from the government; any strategies 
are subject to change in line with the Government’s response to Covid-19.  

 
All planning has been comprehensive and thorough to ensure the safety of children, staff and families and a 
full risk assessment has been completed.  

 
World Book Day 

 Next Thursday is World Book Day and despite the current 
lockdown and school closure, Mrs Richardson and the rest 
of the staff are keen to celebrate it. Mrs Richardson will be 
in touch on Seesaw to explain an alternative to our usual 
dressing up day, as this year it may not be possible for all 
families to access costumes. Instead, to make it fair for all, 
we would love you to find your own creative way of 
representing a favourite book or character. Ideas could include: making a wooden spoon 

or potato character, designing a T shirt or recreating a book scene inside a box or jar. There are no limits! We 
thought you would like advance notice so you can gather some ideas and resources at the weekend. 

Parent Consultations 

Parent consultations are next week and you should find additional details attached to this newsletter. I hope 
that you will find it a useful opportunity to meet with your child’s teacher to discuss both how things have 
been during the past few weeks and any concerns you may have about their return to school on the 8th March. 
Please contact the office if you have not yet been able to make an appointment. 

 

I know you will be ready to get back to ‘normal’ and I can’t wait to see the school once again full of life. With 
the end almost in sight, we will remain vigilant with our safety measures in the hope that we can soon return 
to our pre-COVID freedoms – perhaps even before the end of this academic year!  

In the meantime, keep yourselves safe and, as ever, get in touch if you need anything.  

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mr. T. Williams 
Headteacher 
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March 8th Return to School Routines 
 
Classes and ‘Bubbles’ 

We are keen to welcome back all of our children and will do so in accordance with the DfE guidance. The 
Government acknowledge that young children will find it very difficult to adhere to social distancing rules. In 
order to mitigate against this: 

 The children’s classes will be kept separate inside the school, where at all possible. 

 Where different classes are required to use the same space, surfaces will be cleaned between each 
class. 

 Each class will be together at all times, with very carefully timetabled movement around the school. 
Classes will have their own designated indoor routes and timetables to facilitate this. 

 Use of outside spaces and equipment will be timetabled and limited to key stage sized groups as a 
maximum. 

Classrooms 

The classrooms will be thoroughly cleaned and prepared for the children. Due to classroom sizes, carpet 
spaces will not be used, with the exception of Reception and Year 1. Instead, children will be allocated a table 
which will be arranged as per the DfE guidelines. In Reception and Year 1, use of the carpet will be carefully 
staggered to promote social distancing. This may include using a rota or carousel of activities. 

All soft furnishings, soft toys, resources and toys that are hard to clean have been limited within the 
classrooms and removed where possible. Each child will be provided with their own stationery and 
equipment will not be shared. In key stage 2, children may bring their own pencil cases. 

Where possible, each class will have their own assigned handwashing facilities. Toilets will still, necessarily, 
be shared, but movement around the school will be limited and supervised at all times.  

Each class will be supported by the same adults for the majority of the time. These will support all of the 
children’s daily activities except for supervision at lunchtimes. Where adults are working within multiple 
classes, they will observe strict distancing and hygiene measures. In line with the latest DfE guidance, staff 
and children are not advised to wear face masks. 

Drop-off and Collection 

September’s traffic routines will continue to be in place. Due to the limited space within the village, walking 
or cycling is strongly recommended where possible. Where use of cars is unavoidable, please do not turn in 
residents’ driveways nor the cottages access road.  

The morning drop-off and afternoon collections are very busy times in the school day. Adhering to social 
distancing at these times would prove challenging for many children, and for the families, with the limited 
access in the village. Therefore: 

 The school will be closed to all parents/carers. Any access will be strictly by appointment only! 

 Start and collection times have been staggered to allow time for congestion to clear and to aid 
parents/carers with social distancing outside the premises. Each group has been given a short 
window for drop-off/collection. Please do not arrive outside of these times. 

 Each class will enter the site via the nearest access and enter their classroom directly through 
external doors. A member of staff will be at the allocated gates during the drop-off and collection 
window. If you miss your allocated time, children will not be admitted until the close of the last time 
slot. 

 Where possible, parents/carers using the drop-off access (Gate A) should park in the drop-off zone. 
Families using the year 3/4 gate (Gate C) should use the carpark. Families entering using the double 
gates (Gate B) should park in the road. 



‘To Love God and to Love one another’ 
 

 Children will need to enter the site of their own accord as staff will no longer be able to physically 
assist children entering. Children who are unable to do so within their allocated time slot will be 
asked to return at another time and/or the next day. 

 Only one parent/carer should be present to drop-off or collect their child/children 

 If you have no choice other than to bring additional siblings with you at drop-off/collection, please 
ensure that they stand with you at all times. They should not run or interact with other families. 

 At collection, please observe social distancing at the gates. The children will be supervised and sent 
to you. 

 Once you have collected your child/children, please leave the school site. Please do not congregate 
directly outside the school grounds or in the roads. 

Class Drop-Off Pick-Up Gate 

Reception 8:45 – 8:55 2:55 – 3:05 Gate C (Drop-Off Zone) 

 

Year 1 8:40 – 8:50 2:55 – 3:05 Gate A (Playground) 

Year 2 8:55 – 9:05 3:05 – 3:15 Gate A (Playground) 

 

Year 3 8:40 – 8:50 2:55 – 3:05 Gate B (Year 3/4) 

Year 4 8:55 – 9:05 3:05 – 3:15 Gate B (Year 3/4) 

 

We understand that there may be some challenges posed by these changes and we will review them 
regularly. However, we would strongly advocate patience and courtesy towards each other and consideration 
when driving and parking in the lane.  

Breaktimes and Lunchtimes 

Each class will continue to have carefully timetabled morning breaktimes and lunchtimes. Children in EYFS 
and key stage 1 will also have afternoon breaks. To facilitate the logistics, classes in EYFS and key stage 1 will 
share break times, as will classes in key stage 2. 

 Playtimes will take place on the playground or field, depending on weather. Each class will have an 
allocated place to play in, on a weekly rotation. 

 Shared playground equipment, including climbing frames etc. will only be used when it is possible to 
clean between uses.  

 Each class will have their own collection of equipment to be used at playtimes. This may also include 
items for use in PE lessons. 

 All children will need a packed lunch, which will be eaten in their classrooms. Children in Reception 
will eat in the hall. 

 Forerunner will provide individual packed lunches for children eligible for free school meals (FSM) as 
well as for any child in EYFS, Year 1 or Year 2 (under the Universal Infant Free School Meals – UIFSM 

– scheme). These can be ordered through the Forerunner site.  Please note that orders for the 
week commencing 8th March, need to be placed by Monday 1st March. 

Hygiene 

 We will continue to promote the ‘catch it, kill it, bin it’ approach with our children. 

 Increased handwashing will take place throughout the school day, including but not limited to: on 
entry in the morning, whenever they have been to the toilet, prior to and after eating lunch or snacks, 
following break or lunch times, immediately before going home.  
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 Handwashing will be supervised at all times to ensure it is thorough. Children will be asked to use 
soap, rinsing thoroughly in an attempt to avoid sore hands. 

 Due to limited facilities, children will be escorted to the toilets and staff will remain outside, ensuring 
sensible numbers in the toilets and supervising handwashing. 

 In the event of an accident, children will be encouraged to change themselves where possible. 
Classrooms will be cleaned. If you have any concerns about your child’s self-care capacity, please 
contact the school office. 

 Surfaces, door handles and contact areas will be cleaned during the course of each day, and at the 
end of the day.  

 Parents are encouraged to wash their children’s clothes following a day in school but this is not 
mandatory. 

 School uniform will once again be expected as per the school handbook, other than days when they 
have PE when they can come in their PE kit.  

Sun Safety / Wet Weather 

 We aim to utilise our outdoor space whenever possible.  

 As this spring term continues, please ensure that your child comes to school each day with a suitable 
warm, waterproof coat, hat etc. or even a sunhat if necessary!  It may be advisable to have a few of 
these so that you are able to rotate their use and wash between wears.  

 Children will be able to use the cloakrooms to hang coats and each class will be supervised and 
escorted to and from the cloakrooms. 

Reading Books / Book Bags 

We want to limit anything travelling between the school and home environments unnecessarily, therefore: 

 Please send your child in with their sunhat on their head or waterproof jacket as appropriate each 
day.  

 Children should bring their water bottles and take them home to be washed at the end of each day. 
These will be stored on the child’s table.  

 We will ensure as much paperless communication with you is possible.  

 Children will once again be given reading books to take home. We will change books in school 
frequently, but may need to reduce the number of books given per week to allow returned books a 
48hr period before issuing to another child. This may limit the stock of books so we ask that the 
children continue to engage with their Pearson Activelearn Bug Club library online.  

 Please explain to your child that they will not be able to bring things in from home to show us for the 
time being.   

Extra-curricular Activities / Clubs 

JSC will once again begin before and after school provision. These sessions may be limited in numbers and 
availability may vary. However, in school, we have decided not to offer other staff-led clubs for the time 
being. 

Visits and Visitors 

With strict guidance in place, all visits to the school will be by appointment only. Please contact the school 
office if you would like to speak to a member of staff. We will also limit access to site to any external visitors 
except for those for whom a risk assessment has been completed.  

It is uncertain at this time what impact Covid-19 will have on future events as we head further into the 
spring/summer.  We will review guidance as it becomes available, but please note that some events may look 
very different to the past, or may not be possible at all i.e. Easter Service.  
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Curriculum 

Following our remote learning curriculum, the children will continue with a full, broad curriculum. The staff 
will however, assess the children during the first few weeks. This may be informally or through some internal 
assessments. This will help the teachers to ascertain where children may need additional support. We are 
very lucky to have Mrs Todd and Mrs Wainewright working across the school to offer additional support for 
any children we identify as needing help or support. We will also resume our ELSA sessions as the term goes 
on. 

Following such an extended absence from school and routine, we understand that the children will return to 
school with very different experiences of the lockdown. We will invest additional time into supporting the 
children as they get to grips with this, both from an academic perspective, but also from an emotional and 
mental health perspective. Since we will not be able to have whole school collective worship, each class will 
use this time to have class assemblies or worship times. These may be used to address additional issues to 
support the children.  

Please rest assured that we will do all we can to support your child as they return and will communicate with 
you any concerns we may have. If you have concerns for your child’s learning or emotional needs, these can 
be discussed with Mrs Wainewright the SENCO.  

Attendance 

From March 8th, we will once again begin taking daily registers of attendance. Unless otherwise stipulated, 
attendance for all children of statutory school age is once again expected.  

 If anyone in your household develops Coronavirus symptoms, then you must not come to the school 
site. Please notify the office and follow government guidance on Covid-19. 

 Any illness which is not Covid-19 related will be subject to the usual school rules on time, for example, 
instances of vomiting will still require 48 hours clear before return to school. 

Covid-19 

 If anyone within school presents symptoms of Coronavirus, they will be isolated until they can be 
collected.  

 As per government guidance, we would recommend that any child presenting symptoms is tested.  

 If any member of a class (staff or pupil) tests positive for Covid-19, we will follow advice from the 
Dorset Public Health team. 

We understand that this is likely to be a very challenging time for the children and we will endeavour to do 
everything we can to make the rest of this spring term a great and safe as possible for the children. We will 
also work to support children and alleviate any worries or concerns they may have.  

Finally, we know that this is a huge amount of information to digest, but hopefully this time round it sounds 
a little familiar. Please do not hesitate to get in touch should you have any queries. 

 
 


