
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 
 
Newsletter 13 
Autumn Term 2020                   11th December 2020 
 
Dear Parents 

I really could get into the swing of a Festive Friday every week – everyone is loving the chance to put on their 
Christmas finery each week. I suspect however, it might look a little odd in June! As we head into the last 
week of term, here is what you need to know. 

Christmas Post – Next Week!! 
Next week the Christmas elves and I (otherwise known as Year 4) will be sorting the many, many Christmas 
cards early enough in the week to allow time for quarantine before they are given to the children. This will 
take place on Thursday and you should expect your child to bring armfuls of cards with them.  

You may also be contacted by your child’s teacher with other requests for next week. It is likely that there 
will be other things to bring home, festive or otherwise, and this should all be completed by Thursday.  

Key Stage 1 and EYFS Nativity 
I am eagerly awaiting the delivery of the Reception and Key Stage 1 Nativity video which I anticipate to be 
ready on Monday. This will be made available on the school’s YouTube page next week. In the interest of 
security, this will be available by linked access only and the links will be sent via email early next week to the 
email addresses we hold on record for Reception, Year 1 and 2 only. We will not be publishing the links 
publicly or on the school website.  

To make the video feel more like a performance, the video will only be available on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday between 3:30pm and 7:30pm. After which time, the video will be disabled. We hope that you will 
enjoy gathering together as a family to watch the performances. 

Finally, don’t forget that DVDs and digital USB versions are available to order.  
DVDs, Standard Definition- £15 
USBs, High Definition 1080p - £18 
Cheques payable to Mr. Alexander Frey, and cash is accepted also. An order form is attached but please also 
be aware that paper copies will be sent home in your child’s book bag on Monday. Please return your orders 
along with payment to the office by Wednesday 16th December.  
Monday Deadlines 

Monday is the deadline for entries to our Christmas bauble competition, so why not get the glue, glitter and 
sparkles out this weekend if you haven’t already. Entries will be judged on Wednesday and all of the children’s 
wonderful creations will be returned by Thursday to be hung on trees at home. 

Monday is also the last day for Friends raffle tickets. There are some stunning hampers and other prizes 
available, so be sure to get those tickets into school on Monday. The raffle will be drawn on Wednesday – 
live on Facebook, apparently – and winners will be able to collect their winnings after school closes on Friday 
18th December. 

Good luck everyone! 

 



To Love God and to Love one another 

Middle School Application Deadline 
The deadline for middle school applications is fast approaching – Friday 15th January 2021! If you have a child 
in Year 4, please be sure to complete your online application. There are still a significant number of families 
yet to do so. If you are still unsure, haven’t been able to visit, or have any other questions, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me. 

Christingle Service 
It has been tradition for many years that the last, shared church service of this term is the Christingle service, 
where the children end the service with the lighting and procession of their Christingles. Once again, COVID 
has taken its toll on us all, but fear not, I bring you tidings of great joy! 

Our wonderful friends at St Mary’s church in Ferndown have prepared each child in school a ‘Christingle-in-
a-box’ for the children to bring home on Friday. Inside they will find everything you will need to make your 
own Christingle, along with a number of other goodies and activities. You are warmly invited to join in with 
the online Christingle service at 3:30pm on Christmas Eve. 
Sleeps ‘til Santa – Heart Radio 
As you make your commute to school next week, why not throw Heart FM on the radio and enjoy their 
segment; Sleeps ‘til Santa. Anyone with particularly keen ears might pick out one of our very own Year 4’s – 
particularly on Wednesday 16th, around 8:00am. Why not tune in and find out? 
 

 
As we head into the final week of term, can I make one final plea for all of our families to think ‘Hands, Face, 
Space’ during these last few days. In the interest of our whole community, please be on the lookout for the 
3 key coronavirus symptoms: a high temperature, a new or persistent cough or a change or loss of taste or 
smell. Should your child, or anyone in your household show symptoms, or be asked to self-isolate, please 
contact the school immediately.  
 
Please follow the guidance from Public Health England and the Government so we can make this festive 
season bright for everyone. Thanks. 
 
See you all next week. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mr. T. Williams 
Headteacher  
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This Week: 
To help support you at home and to spark conversations about learning, here is what the children have been 
covering this week. 
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R
ec

ep
ti

o
n

 

In our English work, we have learnt The Nativity Story 
and have been putting actions to it to help us 
remember the order of events. We have also written 
letters to Father Christmas and cvc words by 
sounding out using the phase 2 phonics we now 
know well. 

In maths, we have been learning about time and have 
sequenced our days and evenings using then, next 
and after. 
In our other activities, we have been thinking about 
Christmas. We have played in our new Father 
Christmas’s workshop, made trees, Christmas cards 
and a lots more too! 
For homework this week I am sending home a 
Christmas fun sheet to practise scissor and pencil 
control skills. 
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This week in Year 1 was D&T week, Year 1 have had 
lots of fun designing and making pop-ups. The children 
were inspired by the range of pop-up books we read 
in class alongside their own imaginations! After 
making pop-ups, Year 1 wrote a set of instructions to 
explain how to make one of the mechanisms. This 
week we have also introduced new sounds including 
oe, au and ey, we came up with our own sentences 
that included some key sounds, whilst also reviewing 
previous sounds. 

This has been a very busy week with Nativity filming, 
not leaving quite so much time for maths…In maths, 
Year 1 consolidated their knowledge of the topics we 
have covered during this half-term with a special quiz. 
The children discussed how confident they felt with 
the different topics, including representing numbers 
with tens and ones as well as comparing and ordering 
numbers. This led us to try some trickier problems 
relating to comparing numbers, and even a few word 
problems. 
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In literacy we have been looking at verbs with the –
ing suffix and using these verbs in poems.  Children 
have been writing independently and applying their 
knowledge of spelling and punctuation. Other writing 
has taken place in RE and science lessons. 

In year 2 this week we have continued to use 
multiplication to solve problems. Children are 
beginning to learn the 2x, 5x and 10x tables and to 
solve problems up to 30 using other multiplication 
facts. We have also solved some Christmas mosaic 
problems! 
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Year 3 have produced some wonderful writing this 
week based on the BBC film clip ‘Sprout Boy’. They 
used powerful vocabulary to describe his feelings of 
rejection as nobody likes sprouts (cue violin….). They 
are confident in the use of adverbs and have begun 
experimenting with the position of their adverbial 
phrases, such as at the beginning of a sentence. We 
are practising further homophones in the week to 
come. 

We have made links with division and multiplication, 
describing arrays. The children have been practising 
simple division calculations that leave a remainder. 
They know that times tables are useful for counting 
how many groups of 3 there are in 13, for example. 
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This week we have been looking at the features of 
fables. We have thought about the different 
characters, their characteristics, the dialogue and 
actions that reflect them. We have also started to plan 
our own version of a classic fable. 

In maths we have been focusing on our 6 and 9 times 
tables. We have practiced them to improve fluency 
and recall and have also used our knowledge of them 
to solve word problems. 
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Diary Dates 2020-2021 
 

Autumn Term 

Monday 7th – Friday 11th December Christmas Post 
Friends Raffle Ticket Deadline 

Friday 11th December Festive Friday 
Friday 18th December Festive Friday 

Last day of term – Break up @ 3pm 

Spring Term 

Monday 4th January INSET DAY 
Tuesday 5th January School Opens 
Friday 12th February Break up @ 3pm 

Half Term 
Monday 22nd February School Opens 
Thursday 1st April Last day of term – Break up @ 3pm 

Summer Term 

Monday 19th April School Opens 
Half Term 

Monday 7th June School Opens 

 


