
 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 
Newsletter 10 
Autumn Term 2020                   20th November 2020 
 
Dear Parents 

Thank you all for helping to kick-start our Anti-Bullying Week with Odd Socks Day 
on Monday – the children loved it and all looked amazing in their multicoloured, 
odd sock glory! Hand in hand with Odd Sock day, the children have been thinking 
about bullying in their classes, discussing ways to be brilliant friends and being the 
‘piece of the puzzle’ that act to stop bullying. They have engaged with maturity and 
I know they will continue to make Hampreston a safe and fun place for everyone.  

Birthday Sweets 
We often have children wishing to celebrate their birthdays by sharing small gifts of 
sweets, cakes or chocolates with their classes. In normal circumstances, this is 
something we are more than willing to accommodate for those wishing to do so, especially when families 
are very mindful of allergens. However, with the current COVID restrictions, this is proving to be logistically 
challenging and I have had a number of families also express concern.  

Whilst I do not want to dampen the spirit of generosity, can I please ask that children do not bring in birthday 
sweets until further notice? I trust you will understand given our current circumstances and discuss this with 
your children while we all wait for things to change for us all. 

“Holidays are Coming” 
It’s not quite beginning to look a lot like Christmas, but it is certainly on everyone’s mind. Clearly, there will 
be changes to our usual Christmas traditions due to COVID and we are trying to find ways to bring festive 
cheer to the children next month. 

Festive Fridays 
With that in mind, we intend to have a ‘Festive Friday’ every Friday during December where 
your child can come into school wearing one piece of festive clothing. It could be their 
favourite Christmas jumper, a Christmassy hair band, jingly socks or even a ‘Christmas-ified’ 
school jumper. There is no charge for this and we would simply ask that the clothing is suitable 
for a busy school day.  

School Post 
In just a few short weeks, we will be decking the halls (and classrooms) with boughs of holly. 
With the decorations comes the traditional Christmas Post Box. This year, we will be working 
to slightly different time scales to ensure plenty of time for cards to safely reach their 
recipients. This year the post box will be open between Monday 7th December – Friday 11th 
December only. Cards will then be sorted and distributed the following week by our team of 
elves.  

As we are likely to have a significant number of cards to store and sort, will you please help us 
by not adding chocolate coins or sweets to the cards. This will make storing and sorting the 
huge number of cards we usually deal with much easier and help to ensure that they make it 
to their intended people in one piece.  

 
 



To Love God and to Love one another 

Christmas Panto 
At this time of year we usually have a theatre company present a school panto to the children. 
While this is not possible this year, we have a plan to take place in some guise during the last 
week and each class will be able to shout the traditional ‘oh, yes he is’, ‘he’s behind you’ as 
usual.  

A visitor 
I also have it on good authority that we will still be expecting a visit from a certain bearded, 
red-suited gentleman during the last week too – all carefully and safely orchestrated. 

 

We are continuing to look at other activities and ways to celebrate and will share these with you in due 
course. This will of course include a special Collective Worship on the last day of term. 

Until next week, have a great weekend and keep safe.  

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mr. T. Williams 
Headteacher  



To Love God and to Love one another 

This Week: 

To help support you at home and to spark conversations about learning, here is what the children 
have been covering this week. 
 

 English Mathematics 
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This week in Reception Class, in our phonics work we have 
learnt the sounds l,ll and ss. We have come to the end of 
the Phase 2 phonemes and we are so proud of how well 
the children have learnt these, your practise and support 
at home has been crucial in achieving this - thank you. 
 
In our English work, we have learnt the story of Rama and 
Sita which is a Hindu story that is remembered as part of 
the Diwali celebrations that we have learning all about this 
week. We have also read a story called Dipal's Diwali which 
helped the children to understand how the Indian New 
Year festival is celebrated through the eyes of a young girl. 
 

In maths, we have been learning to compare numbers and 
use the vocabulary more, less, few and fewer.  
 
In our other activities, we have been making clay diva 
lanterns, Diwali cards, sequencing the Rama and Sita story, 
practising writing all of the phonemes we now know, 
designing henna hand art patterns, and made rangoli 
numicon patterns too. 
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In literacy this week, we talked about the aspirations 

that Neil Armstrong had from a young age. In turn, the 

children considered their own hopes and dreams for 

the future. Year 1 will continue to learn about Neil 

Armstrong in history lessons to come. The children 

have also continued to learn some new sounds, 

including ea and oy and we have taken time to recap 

some sounds from prior weeks.  

In maths this week, Year 1 begun to talk about numbers 

in terms of tens and ones. We started by reviewing our 

counting 10-20, as well as writing these numbers. Tens 

and ones has been a difficult topic to grasp at first, but 

through use of different resources, including dienes, 

tens frames, multilink and place value charts, Year 1 

have persevered and shown that they can talk about 

numbers in terms of how many tens and how many 

ones. I am so pleased with them!  
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In year 2 this week we have worked on money once 
more. We have found totals of several values and 
learned to write £ and p signs. We have thought about 
shopping and buying several items which add up to a 
fixed amount. 

In literacy we read “The Killer Cat”, by Anne Fine. We 
thought about character and dialogue and wrote some 
very good humorous pieces in the style of Tuffy the 
cat! We also learned about using adjectives and 
started thinking about (and spelling) adverbs. 
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In recognition of anti-bullying week, we watched a short, 
thought-provoking film clip about a boy who receives an 
unusual present. We explored his feelings and plotted them 
throughout the story, then wrote an account from his point 
of view. I can see a huge improvement in handwriting and 
presentation, so well done to all the children for trying so 
hard. We have practised using apostrophes for contraction 
and looked at words that begin with the prefixes mis- and 
re-. 

 
Maths has taken a new course and we are now learning 
that multiplication and division both mean equally 
grouping things. The children can use arrays (rows and 
columns) to make multiplication sentences. We have 
solved multiplication and division problems involving the 3 
times table. 
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This week we have been looking closely at poetry. The 
children have pulled together all of their learning from 
over the last few weeks to do with adverbials, 
metaphors, similes and alliteration to improve a poem 
called ‘The Door’. 

In maths we have been learning some strategies that 
can be used to tackle simple addition and subtraction 
word problems. The children have used the Part, Part, 
Whole and bar models to set out problems and to help 
them to decided which calculation they need to use to 
solve it. 
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Diary Dates 2020-2021 
Autumn Term 

Friday 18th December Last day of term – Break up @ 3pm 

Spring Term 

Monday 4th January INSET DAY 
Friday 12th February Break up @ 3pm 

Half Term 
Monday 22nd February School Opens 
Thursday 1st April Last day of term – Break up @ 3pm 

Summer Term 

Monday 19th April School Opens 
Half Term 

Monday 7th June School Opens 

 


