
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 
Newsletter 8 
Autumn Term 2020                   6th November 2020 
 
Dear Parents 

As we begin our second national lockdown, I wanted to once again thank you for your support and 
encouragement. We continue to open as normally as the times allow and continue to work extremely hard 
in making Hampreston a safe place for everyone. You may have noticed staff wearing face coverings when 
moving around the school, but please rest assured that once inside their class bubbles, teachers and teaching 
assistants are able to take them off and let the children see human faces! 

INSET Day 

On Monday, while the school was closed for INSET day, the staff welcomed former-SAS soldier Floyd 
Woodrow, who delivered some incredible training called Compass for Life. This is a powerful 
scheme schools can use to develop resilience, aspiration and motivation for children. The staff 
all found the day inspiring and over the coming weeks, we will be discussing how this approach 
can be incorporated into our PSHE curriculum. The Year 4 children have already had a taste of 
the Compass Programme and we hope to continue this as part of their development and 

preparation for middle school transition.  

For more information about Compass for Life, why not take a look at the website: 
https://compassforlife.org.uk/  or read about Floyd at: https://floydwoodrow.com/  

Remembrance Day 

As part of the act of remembrance, we will be having a special Remembrance Day Collective Worship in 
school on Wednesday 11th November, marking the armistice and paying our respects. This will be held 
virtually and we invite those children who have them (understandable very challenging amidst lockdown 
restrictions) to wear a poppy. 

From the Log Books 
I love a quick look back at Hampreston’s past. 

November 8th 1865. Captain Biddle came and examined 1st class in mental arithmetic and 
reading and looked at the copy books and said all was very good. 

November 10th 1875. Rev. T.M Patey visited. A small number of children in attendance on 
account of the waters being out on all the roads. The two Misses Patey came in, in the afternoon, 
and heard the infants sing and then distributed sweets to them. 

November 3rd 1885. A wet day. Too few to open school in the morning. Very wretched attendance 
in the afternoon. 

I know that the days ahead are increasingly uncertain and there are bound to be further challenges. We will 
continue to serve our community and support in any way we can. If, during these tough times, you find 
yourself in hardship or need, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mr. T. Williams 
Headteacher  

https://compassforlife.org.uk/
https://floydwoodrow.com/


To Love God and to Love one another 

This Week: 

To help support you at home and to spark conversations about learning, here is what the children 
have been covering this week. 
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This week in Reception Class, in our phonics work we have 
learnt the sounds b, f and ff. 
In our English work, we have learnt the story: ‘A spark in 
the sky’ that explained what Firework Night events each 
year are like. Then we learnt about Guy Fawkes and the 
reason why we celebrate the 5th November, the children 
made lifelike Guy Fawkes pictures too! 
 

 
In maths, we have been learning to compare and arrange 
the numbers to 5. We looked at the number bonds within 
5 and use multilink cubes to arrange 5 cubes in different 
ways e.g. 1 and 4, 2 and 3, 5 and 0. 
In our other activities, we have started dough disco time 
each morning which is where we use our own individual 
pot of playdough to copy actions to a song which will 
strengthen our fingers and hands. We’ve made chalk 
patterns, used the new basketball hoops for a game 
involving practising writing ‘b’, we have made junk 
modelling fireworks in our firework factory and lots more 
Bonfire Night related work. 
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This week in literacy, the children came up with adjectives 
and onomatopoeias relating to fireworks, they used these 
in some fantastic senses poems. We also introduced the 
idea of an acrostic poem, which was a fun challenge. In 
phonics, we learnt about the ‘split digraph’ or ‘magic e’, 
starting with split a_e, for example, in cake and spade. The 
children have continued to practise reading and spelling 
tricky words. 

In maths this week, Year 1 built on their comparing numbers 
topic by comparing simple number sentences using </>/=. 
We have started to study shapes, this has included 
identifying the number of edges and corners in different 2D 
shapes, the names of some 3D shapes and where we can 
see them in real life. 
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In year 2 we have learned about the Gunpowder plot this 
week. Our writing has focused on improving letter 
formation, and we are pushing ahead as a class to be very 
neat writers! We are spelling some of the common 
exception words which do not follow the rules. 

In maths we have begun to use coins and notes in problem 
solving. Our coin system can be confusing, so familiarisation 
with them is crucial. To help add up we have been “skip 
counting” on our fingers in 2, 5 and 10. 
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We have been reading and exploring poetry this week, 
looking at techniques such as similes, metaphors, 
alliteration and onomatopoeia. The children can distinguish 
between different poetic forms and enjoyed narrative, 
acrostic, rhyming and non-rhyming poems. They are using 
their knowledge in a poetry writing competition – we will 
keep you posted on this! This week our spelling focus is 
further homophones. Our grammar is based on 
understanding what a clause is and how a main clause 
makes sense on its own while a subordinate clause adds 
extra information. 

Year 3 have impressed me with their 4 x tables quick recall! 
Thank you for your hard work at home. We are continuing 
our mastery of addition and subtraction and the children 
are beginning to understand the use of the inverse 
operation to find missing numbers. ( __ + 3 = 7. We would 
do the inverse, or opposite; i.e: 7 - 3 = 4) 
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 This week we have been looking at the different aspects of 

poetry in Year 4. We have looked at the effectiveness of 
using similes, metaphors and powerful verbs when 
composing poetic sentences. 

In maths we have begun to use the column method to add 
4-digit numbers. We have looked closely at when and how 
to exchange in these additions and how to answer word 
problems that involve column addition. 



To Love God and to Love one another 

Diary Dates 2020-2021 
Autumn Term 

W/B: 19th October Virtual Parent Consultations 
Friday 23rd October Half-term Break up @ 3pm 

Half Term 
Monday 2nd November INSET DAY 
Friday 18th December Last day of term – Break up @ 3pm 

Spring Term 

Monday 4th January INSET DAY 
Friday 12th February Break up @ 3pm 

Half Term 
Monday 22nd February School Opens 
Thursday 1st April Last day of term – Break up @ 3pm 

Summer Term 

Monday 19th April School Opens 
Half Term 

Monday 7th June School Opens 

 


