
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 
 
Newsletter 11 
Autumn Term 2020                   27th November 2020 
 
Dear Parents 

As we prepare to exit our most recent national lockdown, we also enter our season of advent. We love this 
time of year and all the staff at Hampreston are looking forward to making this a really special time for the 
children too. I know you will understand the necessary changes to some of our regular Christmas traditions, 
but we will endeavour to keep the spirit of Christmas alive. 

Festive Fridays 
Next week we begin our ‘Festive Fridays’ and your child can come into school wearing one piece of festive 
clothing. It could be their favourite Christmas jumper, a Christmassy hair band, jingly socks or even a 
‘Christmas-ified’ school jumper. There is no charge for this and we would simply ask that the clothing is 
suitable for whatever the school day may have in store. 

Christmas Post 
Next week, we will be bringing out the Christmas decorations, boughs of holly and other festive cheer. 
With the decorations comes the traditional Christmas Post Box which this year will be open between 
Monday 7th December – Friday 11th December only. Cards will then be sorted and distributed the 
following week by our team of elves.  

As we are likely to have a significant number of cards to store and sort, will you please help us by not 
adding chocolate coins or sweets to the cards. This will make storing and sorting the huge number of 
cards we usually deal with much easier and help to ensure that they make it to their intended people 
in one piece.  

Key Stage 1 and EYFS Nativity 
The children are working hard on their nativity and we are looking forward to having it filmed so that you can 
all enjoy the spectacle. More details will follow regarding how you can watch this and order a copy for 
yourself; we are just working to ensure that the video can be viewed securely. 
 

 
Whether you are putting up the tree this weekend or not, braving the loft, shed or garden centre, I wish you 
all a safe weekend. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mr. T. Williams 
Headteacher  



To Love God and to Love one another 

This Week: 
To help support you at home and to spark conversations about learning, here is what the children have been 
covering this week. 
 

 English Mathematics 
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This week in Reception Class, in our phonics work we have 
been revisiting all of the phase 2 sounds that we have 
learnt this term.  
  
In our English work, we have learnt the story Snow Friends 
and have learnt to retell the story, talk about the 
characters and write some of the story words using the 
phonics we know too. 
 

In maths, we have been continuing to learn to compare 
numbers and use the vocabulary more, less, few and 
fewer. We have written maths story about one more using 
pictures and symbols. 
We have also made 2D snowmen pictures which are now 
decorating our classroom beautifully.  
  
In our other activities, we have been thinking about winter 
and made repeating patterns on scarves, cut paper 
snowflakes, written phonemes in the snow and much, 
much more… 
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In literacy this week, we read a new story about a Pirate 

called Tom. We started by reading the just first paragraph, 

the children then wrote a prediction where they described 

what they thought could happen next. After reading the 

whole story, we worked on writing a character description 

to describe both Pirate Tom’s appearance and his 

personality. In phonics, we have been recapping sounds as 

well as learning new sounds, including ue and aw. Year 1 

are working hard in literacy and phonics, and producing 

some excellent written work.  

In maths, we have been spending some more time working 
on tens and ones using part-part wholes, tens frames, place 
value charts, dienes and by writing number sentences! We 
have even played some games relating to tens and ones. 
The children have become much more confident with place 
value over this week. Thank you for all the support you are 
providing from home by working on these topics! 
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In year 2 this week we have been learning about 
multiplication. Children have worked hard to 
understand the idea of “3 groups of 4” being the same 
as 3 x 4. They have begun to gain confidence with 
multiplication. 

In literacy we focused on the poetry of Shirley Hughes 
and wrote our own poem about a friend. The children 
have enjoyed looking at verse and rhyme. We have 
also looked at the –ing suffix when constructing verbs. 
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We have learnt how to use inverted commas (speech 
marks) and how to use a new line for each character in 
dialogue. We wrote a section from The Twits using accurate 
speech punctuation and adding adverbs to make it more 
interesting (e.g. said Mr Twit grumpily). The new spelling 
pattern for the next week will be the 'i' sound made by the 
letter 'y' (as in 'myth', 'mystery' etc). 

I am so impressed with how quickly the children are seeing 
links between division and multiplication. They have been 
finding missing numbers in number statements and using 
their 3 x, 4 x and 8 x table knowledge to solve problems. 
Please do keep practising these tables daily at home - it 
really makes a huge difference to their fluency in maths 
lessons. 
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This week the children have been working with Mr Dean to 
produce a newspaper article about Dudsbury Camp. The 
children had to imagine that they were an Iron Age reporter 
talking about the new hillfort at Dudsbury Camp. Then they 
wrote these up using their word processing skills. 

In maths the children have been learning about the 
perimeter of rectilinear shapes. At first this involved shapes 
with all of the sides given and progressed to shapes with 
some of the sides missing and working backwards from the 
perimeter to find the missing sides. We then looked at 
shapes that were not regular rectangles and how to find the 
perimeter of these. 



To Love God and to Love one another 

Diary Dates 2020-2021 
Autumn Term 

Friday 18th December Last day of term – Break up @ 3pm 

Spring Term 

Monday 4th January INSET DAY 
Friday 12th February Break up @ 3pm 

Half Term 
Monday 22nd February School Opens 
Thursday 1st April Last day of term – Break up @ 3pm 

Summer Term 

Monday 19th April School Opens 
Half Term 

Monday 7th June School Opens 

 


