
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 
Newsletter 7 
Autumn Term 2020                   23rd  October 2020 
 
Dear Parents 

As we come to the end of our first half term of the year, I have been constantly reminded of what a fantastic 
community Hampreston is and how everyone, children, staff and parents, all contribute in a huge number of 
ways. Thank you for your support and encouragement, especially with the commitment to pop a mask on in 
the lane – every little thing we can do helps. 

Parent Consultations 
Well done to everyone for managing to make our first virtual Parent Consultations a success. I hope that you 
were able to successfully meet with your child’s teachers and that you found the time together useful. I know 
that is was a new experience for all of us, but your willingness to have a go was brilliant. 

COVID-Updates 
As the country continues to wrestle with the current pandemic, as a school we will continue to share often 
and openly about the issues affecting us directly. This will always be done in a sensitive way, not singling out 
individuals or families, and communicating with classes or individuals as appropriate for the case at hand. 
This week has been a classic example of the different communication needs for different groups and I thank 
you for working with us.  

No doubt there will be further emails and letters regarding COVID being sent to you and I wanted to reassure 
you that we will always communicate when necessary, sharing any actions needed in line with advice or 
guidance from the DfE or PHE. You can be confident that I will inform you when new or further actions are 
needed. I understand that there is great uncertainty in the world at the moment and we are all keeping an 
eye out for news or updates. Please know that a ‘radio silence’ from the school will mean either no new or 
further action is needed, or that no new information is available. However, we are always working hard 
behind the scenes to ensure the safety of everyone within our school community. 

Home-School Agreement 
The Home-School Agreement is still available for completion online here, or by scanning the 
QR code. It is also available to read in document form on the school website. 

As an added incentive, I will offer a free mufti day to any class in which every parent and child 
has completed the form by the 2nd November. This is a really important part of our school 
culture and I would ask all of you to take the time over half term to read it. 

INSET Day Reminder 
Don’t forget that school will be closed on Monday 2nd November for staff training. 

Governor Update 
Mrs Louise Amouri, one of our long-standing and amazing governors decided to stand down from the 
Governing Body. She has been a part of the Governors for a number of years, during which time she helped 
to oversee the recruitment and transition of a new headteacher – for which I am personally very grateful. 
Louise’s contribution to the life and strategic oversight of the school cannot be overstated and she has been 
a brilliant critical-friend, helping to ensure that Hampreston continues to be an incredible place for children 
to live and learn. I would like to extend a huge thank you to her for everything she has put into the school, 
and wish her the very best in her new endeavours. 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=kAqyk5jbCU20NVgc65GsACcePo60VgdOmfEMEuACTBJUQU1PVldUQUY4RkVDQkZVMkZDWjJLUDVFUS4u
https://292ebc5f-ab4d-407a-ab48-cc363c391407.filesusr.com/ugd/40492f_cf099a3a4858417594cd6879c9fdb9fd.pdf


To Love God and to Love one another 

This does of course leave us with a vacancy for a parent governor. Mrs Amy Priest, our other serving parent 
governor would like to ask you to think about the following: 

'Do you want to make a difference not only for your children, but also for 
children in years to come? 

Do you want the opportunity to develop new skills? 

Are you willing to ask questions? 

Do you have a few hours spare a month? 

‘At Hampreston we are excited to be in a position to recruit a new parent governor, so if your 
answer is yes to these questions, we would love to hear from you. Our governing board is made 
up of a wide range of people from different backgrounds with different skills and expertise. You 
don't need to work in education but just have a willingness to learn. 

For me personally, being a parent governor is a responsibility, but also a privilege, as I get to 
have an input into the life of the school and to shape its strategic direction. Holding the 
Headteacher to account is an integral part of the role and I enjoy asking Mr Williams lots of 
questions! 

If you want to know more about being a parent governor, I would be really happy to talk to you. 
Please talk to me at the school gate or email me at apriest@hamprestonfirstschool.com. 
Alternatively, I know Mr Williams or Diane French – our Chair of Governors 
(dfrench@hamprestonfirstschool.com) - would be happy to provide more information about the 
role.' 

Half term is a great time to reflect on what you could bring to the school – so why not drop us a line and find 
out more? 

Drop-off Zone Path 
Those of you who use the drop-off zone path regularly will have noticed the deterioration of the ground 
underfoot over recent weeks. It hasn’t gone unnoticed within school either and was becoming something of 
a challenge for us to solve. 

Thankfully, a wonderfully generous offer has been made by Harvey Read’s family to rectify the muddy path. 
I am always flabbergasted by the kindness of our community and am so grateful for such a proactive and 
immediate response. I would like to offer a huge thank you to the family for their help, it truly is remarkable! 

Flu Immunisation 
Whole school flu immunisation programme will be carried out on Tuesday 24th November 2020. Please refer 
to the email sent to you yesterday for guidance and information for the online registration procedure. 

Forerunner 
Please ensure you place any orders for lunches prior to the deadline (Midnight on Monday 26th October) for 
the first week back after half term. 

Nut-Free School 
May I remind all parents to check carefully, the contents of packed lunches. Hampreston is a strictly nut-free 
school. For the safety of a number of our staff and children, please do not send your child in with any items 
which contain nuts, being particularly mindful of those ‘hidden’ nuts in products e.g. Nutella, chocolate 
spreads etc. Always check the ingredients and if in doubt, please leave it at home. Thanks. 

 
Half term is here, so let me wish you a safe and happy week.  
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 Mr. T. Williams 
Headteacher  

mailto:apriest@hamprestonfirstschool.com
mailto:dfrench@hamprestonfirstschool.com
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This Week: 

To help support you at home and to spark conversations about learning, here is what the children 
have been covering this week. 
 
 

 English Mathematics 
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This week in reception class in our literacy work we 
have learnt the sounds e, u, r, and h. We have 
made paper hedgehogs for ‘h’ and look for rainbows 
during the wet weather too. 
We have also learnt the story of Stickman which 
inspired our English work and prompted us to use 
sticks in a variety of different ways. We have been 
learning the tricky words I, the, to, no, go and into 
which we sight read rather than sound out and I’m 
sending some extra home learning for over half term 
to help with this. 
 

In maths, we have been learning to sort and group 
objects according to more than one criteria and 
explain why we choose to make those groups. 
In our other activities, we have 
made bread hedgehogs, painted our leaf tiles, used 
the programmable robot in our ‘r’ work, built 
habitats and homes for the toy hedgehogs and lots, 
lots more. 
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In literacy this week, we read We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt by Michael Rosen. Lots of the children were 
already familiar with the words and loved joining in 
with me. We started by reminding ourselves what 
adjectives are, and identifying them in the text. The 
children have now begun to produce their own books, 
mimicking the format of our main text, e.g. “We’re 
going on a hedgehog hunt, we’re going to catch a 
prickly one…”. We are watching We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt on Friday afternoon as a special treat! 

This week in maths, we have been working on 
subtraction. The children used tens frames to begin 
with, by crossing out the counters. Then we used the 
counting back method, with the number line to 
support us. Some of the children have been able to 
notice the relationship between adding and 
subtracting, for example how 7 - 4 = 3 and 4 + 3 = 7. 
Year 1 have made a fantastic start to maths and all 
their learning this half term. Well done! 
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We have completed our topic on the Great Fire of 
London this week, with some writing which ties into 
the use of contracted words such as don’t, I’ll, 
didn’t and can’t. Children are learning to use the 
apostrophe where letters are omitted in speech. 

In maths we have continued to look at addition and 
subtraction, beginning to focus on the use of the 
empty number line as a way to help visualise the 
process of counting on and counting back. 
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We have thoroughly enjoyed learning to recite descriptive 
animal shape poems this week and performing them to the 
class. After learning poetic techniques such as similes, 
alliteration and onomatopoeia, we have created our very 
own animal shape poem for a special class poetry book! This 
week we have been learning to spell homophones. Over half 
term each child will have their own personal common 
exception words to learn. Do try out the strategies 
suggested at the back of the yellow book. It makes learning 
spelling more fun and meaningful! 

Year 3 are working hard on addition and subtraction, and 
are gaining in confidence at the written column methods. 
They should be able to see straight away if exchanging a ten 
or a hundred is needed and be able to say whether it is more 
sensible to work it out mentally or in writing. They have 
been amazing at the 3 times table and are now ready to 
move on to learning the 4s!  
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By all accounts, the trip to Stonehenge this week was 
a resounding success. The children were able to 
witness first hand something that we have been 
learning about for the last 7 weeks. With Mr Dean, the 
children have researched and produced some amazing 
Stonehenge information leaflets that would not look 
out of place in the visitors centre at Stonehenge! 

In maths the children have been recapping their 
learning from this half term by looking closer at using 
number lines and rounding numbers. They have also 
began to look ahead to our next topic of adding and 
subtracting 4-digit numbers. 
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Diary Dates 2020-2021 
Autumn Term 

W/B: 19th October Virtual Parent Consultations 
Friday 23rd October Half-term Break up @ 3pm 

Half Term 
Monday 2nd November INSET DAY 
Friday 18th December Last day of term – Break up @ 3pm 

Spring Term 

Monday 4th January INSET DAY 
Friday 12th February Break up @ 3pm 

Half Term 
Monday 22nd February School Opens 
Thursday 1st April Last day of term – Break up @ 3pm 

Summer Term 

Monday 19th April School Opens 
Half Term 

Monday 7th June School Opens 

 


